To: District Attorney Jin Garrison 

Fron: Bill Turner 

Subject: Osv/ald - Florida Aspects 


February 28 , 1968 


There seeras to be an accuiau^ ting body oT evidence that 
Oswald was engaged in the same pattern of activity in Southern 
Florida that he v.'as later to use in Mevr ^rleans. If true, I think 
there is considerable potential for getting to the v/orking level 
of the assassination plot. . 


During my last visit to your office, I noted a page fron 
an undated edition of the Flo rida Cons ervative citing several sources 
to the effect that Osv/ald had been in'kiarai. In sun, Frank Fiorini 
identified as a leader of the International Anti-Connunist Brigade 
v;as_ re ported^ to have documentary proof that Osv/ald had been in Miami 
during the missle crisis in October I962 and again in March 1963. 
Fiorini^ claimed Osv/ald nearly provoked a riot in Bay Front Park 
by passing out pro-Castro literature during the heat of the crisis, 

Tne .edition says that Osv/ald’s announced purpose v/as to infiltrate 
anti-Castro groups. One v/as the Cuban Student Directorate. According 
to^a^bulletin put out by the DRE Miami on November 23 , I963 Osv/ald'^v 
tried to get in the DRE but v/as confronted v/ith a dossier on his 
pro-Castro activities. The DRE claimed that the FBI confiscated all 
copies of this bulletin. I note that you have' made a marginal comment 
that Leopoldo Aguilera, Jr# , a.n exiled Cuban leader, said in Lafayette 
La.,^ daring a 196 ? speech that Osv/ald had "tried to infiltrate a grouo 
headed by Jerry Patrick, engaged in training Cubans in guerrilla v/ar-' 
fare." 


Several comments are appropriate. Fiorini is a Minuteman and 
a former ^Batista supporter. He is radical: he made a hit-and-run raid 
in a caoin cruisei' into Havana harbor in 1962 , His purpose in pub- 
licising Osv/.ald’s presence in Miami* obviously is to pin the leftist 
label on Osv/ald, The author of the Fl orida Cons e r yat i va article is 
Jim Buchanan, Undoubtedly this is the same Jim Buchanan referx'sd to 
in Cci 2951, an FBI report of interviev/ of one Jerry Buchanan, a brothe 
to ^ Jim, Jerx’y Bucnanan said that he recognized pictures of Osv/ald as 
being identical v/ith a member of a group of Fair Flay for Cuba pro- 
ponents distribuing literature in Bay Front Park in October 1962 . 

e v/as present as a member of the International Anti-Communist Brigade 
and recalls that the police broke up the scuffle. ■ . 


Buchanan’s information is idepentently corroborated by Loren 
Eugene Hall,^ He told me that there v/as a lively fight at Bay Front 
about the time of Jose Marti Day. The police cracked hedds and 
bi o.ve it up. Hall did not mention Osv/ald, and said he himself v/as 
jnt. The fight .v/as' reported in Miami nev/spapers. It is in- 
hov/ever 


preset 


Hall said h 
associates 


not 

teresting to note, however, that 
of 1963 v/hen some of ' his 
a rtan named Osv/ald who 
‘ ail t old this same version to Harold 
It seems that Hall almost stumbled 
saying Balias. 


nev/spap: 
v/as in 

4. V 




himself and 


Dallas in May 
saj.u civey were going to 
v/as passing out pro-Castro literature, 
deisberg, but on 'iveisberg's 

and said Miami before catchir_ 


o 


Hall also said that Leopoldo Aguilera, Jr. is probably an 
exile v;hos 9 first name actually is Manuel. Aguilera's contention 
that Osv;ald tried to infilti’ate the Patrick's Raiders is extremely 
interesting, since this is the group to v/hich Lav/rence Hov;ard and 
William SejTaour belonged. 


It is also interesting that Osv;ald attempted to ingratiate 
himself \vith Carlos Bringiiier, the Nev/ Orleans delegate of the DR£, 
and that there v;as a similar scuffle involing Bringuier and his 
cohoi’ts, Cruz and Hernandez. In this respect I call your attention 
to the FBI intervie;/ report vrhich has been forv/arded to your^ ofiice 
that states in part; "Leopoldo Ramos Ducos, Supra, ^advised tnaij 
Ana I-iaria Del Valle voluntarily appeax'ed at his office on Movember 
26 1963 . She related information that Miguel Cruz told ner, ..e 

killed Kennedy and the next v/ill be Ramos Ducos." Ramos Ducos is 
a foriiiGr Puerto Rico Tearasters official# He links Jack Ruby^to Frcink 
Chavez, v;ho apparently succeeded him as an official of the San Juan 
local# Also, it is notev.^orthy tha Vance Blalock, a protege of 
Brin<^uier's, said that v/hen Osv;ald visited Bringuier's store he 
mentioned having been in Florida and having contacted an anti— Castro 
oi’ganization there. 


According to David Kroman, Richard Nagell says that^Osvmld 
v.'as picked up and brought into a group by seven Cubans in Florida 
in December 1962. At first, this seems improbable, since Oswala was 
employed at Ja'rgers-Chiles-Stovall in Dallas from October 12, l^o2 
to April 6 19§3 • 1^5^ reflects t/iat Osvrald \vorrced steadily 

there and could only have gone to Florida on v/eekends. The alternative 
are that Nagell is in error on his dates or the "Osv/ald in Florida 
was the second Os’.vald. I v/ould opt for the former, oince OsvfaJ.o. 
apparently v/as seen tv/ice in Florida, it could v;ell havc^been thavy ^ 
he went there immediately before and immediately aiter his employment 
at J-C-S. It might be p rtinent to net e that Donald Morton places 
him in Monterrey, Mexico on CIA business tne latter part of oepx- ember 

1962. 


Fred Kewcombe, v;ho has been doing some interesting photographic 
analysis in Los Angeles, has compared a photograph of_a Cuban in 
fatio^ues vrho vras being trained by Patrick |s Raiders with tne pnoto- 
gra.ph of the Cuban bsing led into tho police car at Dcalcy Plaza 
(and who appears in the Altgen photograph standing on the corner of 
Elm and Houston in front of the Dal-Tex Building). He says it is _ 
possible they are one 'and the same, but this will neyer be conclusive 
.due to the vagueness of the photograph taken in Florida.- howgra was 
shovrn the photograph but did not recognize the man. 

According to JLm Rose, V/illiara Cuthbert Brady was seen often' 
arop ■>d the Tamna Airooi't, at the far side of the field from where 
the commerical^ terminal is. Rose thinks he v;as operating as a 
CIA ba-=' man out of Montreal (Canadian Pacific flies direct j.rom 
•Montreal to Tampa). Kimble and i;ontreala And 'there is a secret 
file entitled "Reoort that Lee Ilai'vey Os'./ald in I-.ontreal siu._mer ^ 

1963 , "David Ferrie reportedly flew out of Tampa in his anti-.-as^ro 
activity. 
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There seems to be an accumuJa ting body of evidence that 
Osv/ald vras engaged in the same pattern of activity in Southern 
Florida that ha v;as later to use in Nsv/ '^rleans. If true, I think 
there is considerable potential for getting to the working level 
of the assassination plot. 


During my last visit to your office, I noted a page from 
an undated edition of the Florida Conservative citing several sources 
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that -Loopoldo Aguilera, Jr., an exiled Cuban leadex', said in Lax'ayette, 
La., during a 19^7 speech that .Osvrald had "t ried to infiltrate a group 
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He •..•is' pro sent as a mem'cer of the International Anti-Jcmnuinist .ori.gad8, 
and recalls that the police broke up the scuffle. 




Buchanan's inioxTxation is idepentently cox'roborated by Loren 
Eugene Hall. He told me that thei’e v.-as a lively fight at Bay Front 
Pax'k about the time of Jose Marti Day, The police cracked hedds and 
broke it up. Hall did net nention Osv/ald, and s.aid he himself was 
not present. The fipit v/as reported in Miami newspapers. It is in- • 
terastin.g to note, hov;ever, that Hall said ho was in Dalla.s in May 
or Jane of 19o3 v/hen so.me of his associates said they v/ere- goi.ag to 
plaket a man na/uod Oswald, who ’./as passix:.?/; out pro-Castro literauui’e. 
Hall told this same vex'sion to Harold V/eisbex’g, but on Mei.sbe r.g' fj 
tape it Eoor.s tiwat Ha,ll aLmost .stumbled cona said Miemi before c.atching 
hims.elf and saying DalJ.as. 
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Hall also said that Leop^3ldo .Iguilera, Jr. is probably an 
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It is also interesting that Osv/ald attempted to ingratiate 
himself v/ith Gai'los Bringuier, the Hew tj-iefuns delegate of the DR2, 
and that there v;as a similar scuffle involing Bringuier and his 
cohorts, Cruz and Hernandez, In this respect I call your attention 
to the FBI interyiev; report v/hich has been forv/ai'ded to your office 
that states in part: ' LLeopoldo Ramos D ucos, Supra, advise d-that . 
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Chaves, who apcarently succeeded him as an official of the San Juan 
local. Also, it is noteworthy tha Vanes Blalock, a protege of 
Bringuier ’s, said that when Osvrald visited Bringuier ’s store he 
mantionsd having been in Florida and having contacted an anti-Castro 
orga.nization there. 


.\ccording to David Krcman, Richard Hag'ell says that G3v,'a.ld 
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there and could only have gone to Florida on v/eakends. The alternatives 
are that Nagell is in error on his dates or the "Oswald" in Florida 
was the second Os’wald. I v/ould opt for the former. Since Osv/ald 
apparently v/as seen tv/ice 'in Florida, it could well have been that 
he went there immediately before and immediately after his employrsent 
at J-C-S. It might' be pertinent to- net e that Donald Morton places 
him in Monterrey, Mexico on CIA business the latter part of Sort ember 

1962. 
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Fred i^ev.'cor:ibo , v/ho has been doing some interesting photographic 
pies, has coepared a photograph 01 a Cuban in 
f at. T being Drained by Patrick's daiders v/ith the rhoto*- 

the eo^ ice car p t Dea^ £•"' ^ -' O'l 
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due to the vaguerr-jss of the photograph, tal-cen in Florida. .■■low^x'd v.-as 
shov.Ti the photograph but did not recognize the man. 

According to Jim Rose, 'Villia.m Cuthbert .Br3.-dy v.-as seen o.fton 
around the Tampa Airport, at the far side of the field from v.here 
the comraerical terminal is. Rose thinks he vras operating as a 
CIA bag nan ouo of Montreal (Canadian Pacific flies direct from 
Montreal to Tampa), Kir.iblo a.na li-on-treal, _d.r.d t-heu'e is a oacre-o 
iido crt-ibi^Bd ^dCorort' Imso Iliirvcv '---ihv*'' 
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in i;ia.ai at th-3 DuPont^ Plaaa Kotei vrith a very p5v;erful ‘ lar-e 
La.an man vn.o nad conslderabla menace about him, Ross tAinks'^that 
Dunxcin may bava had CIA affiliation, that the Latin certainly did. 
lO, 'fever, he thin..s Dunkin is a reasonable man and might be approached 

Dll ' • M have acknovfledged knov/in<^ 

J^ifflhin. Howard told Rose the other drrWarm"nXfiS“Taf'ra 
recently oeen in contact with him, although he did not give his 
ncuae, tie said tne man contacted him about another invasion of 
ioA^^*'u will recall, some 70 men v;ere arrested j.n January 

1967; -obey supposedly v/ere poised for an invasion of Haiti as 
a springboard to Cuba. The group v/as Rolando Masferrer’s. He iust 

4 year on the rap. But it looks like that roundup 
to^'i another v/ell-financed one is in the wind. Howard 

oelieve kasferrer was involved in the 
asoaosinaoion (-'He's too smart for that'') but that certain cersons 
in tne ring around him could v;ell have been. 

y.-.,-..- ^;-2call, Ko-,vard, Kail and Ce^miour brought up a 

uenuist living in hiami but reportedly in Dallas 
c-t. 0 . 1 . tj..m-. ox une Ociio visioation. He ig a brother to Rolando, 

states that Sergio Arcacha Smith v;as in Ybor Citv, 
paro of Tampa, frequently. ' ’ 
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/This^ memo has been somav/hat discursive, but I v/anted to r-v..v,o 
tne pome tnat it is entii-ely possible that Oswald was i.ndeed takm 
into one oi one Cuban groups in Florida.. J, thir.k there •’’s e -po r-:- -' i 
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is an interesting foot.no’oe, 


rior to your 


, . it’.’ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ i, vv./ yvc.i. j-mYos ti;F;at.ion 

oecoming puolic Kncwledge , 1 received an anonvaous letter from Detroit 
xrorn a per>son obviously a Latin who had lived in Miami in the ear'lv 
“iyties. .nc v. riuer nientioneu the b'ittenvess ot? the Bast.ista sxi2.n 
mill tax is t s oO//a.rds oastro, cind said# *^the second ms-n w'it*^- Gsv.'-a "' p 
was a Cuban refugee officer who used to be in the Cuban Army under'" 
Batista, This is v.-hat I overheard v/hen I .v;as in Miami City several 
y-cjax’s agOc.iiOj^ Oswald v/as not fi].cne. « .The Cuban officer took Cs'wald 
used, cheep rixle and ga.mve him the best one which the Cuban used on^ 
y-3s, exenange^of rifles, „ .Oswald wa.s promised but he 
emn^t get any, Tnere is v.'hex’e Jack Ruby’s entrance, ,, Big moaev was 
u- cmised by the oil magnets of Texas to' some one..." The letted 
is very consistent with what ilagell has said. 


